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was wrong. What was wrong is that the state pays for them to go
down to Beatrice, but did nothing to help them stay in their own
family and the family members provide the care and take care of
that child with that little bit of e x tra ass istance to cover
some of their costs . And so i t made absolute sense and we
developed this program and it was implemented and it worked just
as we planned. So now instead of taking that retarded child and
placing them in Beatrice, that child can stay home w ith the ir
family and th ey can get a little bit of respite care and they
can get a little bit of assistance to, in the home, to modify it
so it can be helpful to this individual and in that way make, in
those shall changes, all the difference in the w orld to th e se
individuals and families. I woul d like very much to try and
better support this program and the reason I'm rai sing the issue
is that you have a great deal of additional monies no w bei ng
f reed up through the Medicaid waiver for mental retardation. It
is estimated that this fiscal year, ' 88 - 8 9 , there will be about
5 .2 m i l l i on ad d i t i on a l do l l a r s c omi ng i nt o t h e s t at e . I n f i s c al
year ' 89 i t wi l l mov e up t o $8 . 1 mi l l i on . I n a l l t h at mon e y , i n
all that assistance now coming from the federal government t h at
hadn' t been th ere before it doe s free up some of the state
obl i g a t i on t o h op ef u l l y c o v e r t he wa i t i ng l i s t and d o ot h e r
things, but it seems to me that at least some of that money can
be used to help for these retarded children in the home, in the
home, so th ey can stay with their families and that is why I'm
r a i s i n g t h i s i s su e . I ' d l i k e t o s ee t h at at l e as t s ome
assistance g o into th is program that is not now there and I'm
o nly asking for 120,000 more dollars. I really think it ough t
to have abou t 320 ,000 m o re dollars, but I understand at this
point I'm coming in late and so I'm not going t o ask for too
much, but I don 't think it is too much to ask for the $120,000
to help at least start to do a better job of covering this n e ed
across the State of Nebraska. So I would ask for support for
this amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T h ank you. Be fore going to discussion on th e
amendment to the amendment, I'm pleased to announce that Senator
Smith has some guests under the north balcony, Jackie Nitzel and
Jan Danielson from Ha stings. Would you please stand and be
recognized. We' re pleased to have you with us. Disc ussion on
the amendment to the amendment. Senator Vard, would you care to
discuss it? Thank you. Senator Scofield.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: M r . Speaker and members, I would rise just to
point out that this is a difficult amendment to oppose. It is a
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